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Our thanks to Aircam Services of St Helewsny.aircamservices.co.uk) for providing
us with this mont hds c ov edrprolpablctheumosticonid t h
structure along the Sankeyods |l engthé tho
Englandés First Modern Canal still f1l owe
The alterations made to the Grade 1 Listed structure to take the pylons for the newly
electrified LiverpoolManchester line are clearly visible. Note, too, the site of the Earlestow
Wagon Works on the right. Where once 4000 wagons a year were built, and another 130(
repaired, a new housing estate is being developed.
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Chairmands Report: From I

Well we have finally got to print again after what has been a tremendously busy period of
activity on canal matters. Our usual apologies for the detag same old excuses apply, too
much to do, too little time to do it, in the maimut we do need to try harder to get our issues
on schedule and we will take steps to get our act together for the next time.

However, for those who avail themselves of newer communications, our members and fri
are kept pretty up to date on Facebook and Twitter by our dedicated communications cre
and in particular to Diane and Richard, who regularly bombard cyberspace with news of o
work parties and other developments on local and national waterway related subjects. If y
are not yet into using these extremely handy methods of communications then get your

younger relatives to set you up or even drop us a line if you need any help in getting start

Throughout the summer meetings have continued and our commitment to the Coastal
Community Team project OLinking the Lock
culminated in a highly successful launch of the new Partnership at the World of Glass,

St Helens in September, details of which are elsewhere in this issue.



We have also continued our close connections with the Canal and River Trust and | am
pleased to have been invited to join their North West Partnership. We are now back on the
Trustés national; map and we have recent
adoption of their part of the canal infrastructure which enables us to work with them on fu-
ture projects and consult with them on possible work.

The formation of a Sankey Canal Partnership has been a long term goal for the Society
practically since its birth and to get the three main owners, the Borough Councils, together
with the Canal and River Trust and ourselves now talking on strategic steps for the water-
way and the Sankey Valley in general must be a positive step in working in harmony to a
common purpose. Members may rest assured that the Society will be at the forefront in
driving a positive agenda for this body.

Our work parties continue on Sundays and Wednesdays and we hope that, with the
increased attention the Canal now receives, we may be able to harness local community
volunteers to, in turn, adopt some particular stretch of the waterway. With our limited
resources we can only give attention to certain parts of the total length at a time, and, | an
afraid, Mother Nature reclaims things for herself faster that we can! The usual plea for nev
volunteers to help out appliesééé..pleas

Finally, the dark nights are again with us and it seems like no time at all since | last faced
the onslaught of another festive season! So, humbug apart, can | wish all a happy time owvi
the festive period and we look forward to an exciting year for the Sankey Canal ahead of L
in 2018.

Kind Regards

Dave Smalishay

An unusual view of
our Work Party at
work in the bywash at
Hulme Lock, taken by
a drone, and shot by
Aircam Services of
St Helens:
www.aircamservices.
co.uk




Sankey Canal Partnership Conference
The World of Glass, Wednesday 27th September

Approximately 80 delegates attended this event, bringing together our three local authoritie
Halton, St.Helens and Warrington, along with the Canal and River Trust and SCARS to

witness the formal signing of an agreement to work together to improve the environment of
Sankey Canal corridor and to work towards the long term restoration of the Sankey Canal.

The meeting was chaired by Lady Kirsty Pilkington and the welcome was given by Richard
Parry, Chief Executive of CRT. This was followed by CRT presenting SCARS with an
Adoption Certificate, allowing us to work on their behalf on the sections of the Sankey Cani;
which they still own.
Presentations were then made by Dave Smallshaw (Chairman of SCARS) on the history of
canal; Audrey Smith OBE, who gave a talk about the restoration of the upper reaches of th
Lancaster Canal; Chantelle Seabourn, CRT Waterways Manager NW Region, talking abou
role of CRT and its aims to work with restoration schemes in the north west; Mike Palin, Ct
Executive of St.Helens MBC, with his vision for the new town centre development , which v
focus on the canal as the centre of activity; his colleague Mark Davies, who spoke of the he
and well being benefits a restored canal could bring to St.Helens; David Parr, Chief Execu
of Halton BC, reporting on the work his Council has carried out to improve the canal
environment in their aréa such as Carter House Bridge, and the new swing bring that will
shortly be installed at Spike Island; finally David Bowyer, head of Transport Infrastructure 1
Warrington BC, told us about the improvements that had taken place along the canal since
Coastal Communities grant had provided funding for the new lift bridge at Fiddlers Ferry, a
how it had provided an opportunity for local businesses to take on new apprentices, over 5
the last count.
A very positive meeting which also provided an opportunity to meet up with old friends anc
like-minded people.

Colin Greenall

At the Conference:
Standing:

Lynn Pegler (Press
| Officer, CRT), David
‘M| Parr (Halton BC),
David Bowyer

d (Warrington BC),
Mike Palin (St.Helens
MBC). Sitting:

David Smallshaw
(SCARS), and
Richard Parry (CRT)

ST HELENS




News RoundUp Around the Boroughs
by Colin Greenall

Halton

The most newsworthy event in Halton is the opening of the Mersey Gateway Bridge, which
covered in a later feature.

Weed clearance at Spike Island

During August a big cleanp operation took place on the Sankey Canal in Widnes after mor
than 50 dead or dying fish had been reported by local anglers

A thick layer of green Canadian pondweed and duckweed had caused low oxygen levels ir
the water thus causing the fish to die or become distressed. Several tons of weed were
removed from the canal between Carter Ho
Contractord seen below, picture from the Runcorn & Widnes World.

A council
spokesman said:
0The contr
going to return in
October to do

further weed

removal and some
cutting back of

other aquatic
vegetation.

In a separate operation, i
environmental officers S
from Halton Council
and a fisheries officers |
from the Environmental
Agency removed more
than 50 dead fish. e
(Righ® picture from the
Liverpool Echo



Warrington

WesternLinkd 0 Red Routedo chosen

Following a fourweek consultation in July, - =~ . i | 74
the council's Transport for Warrington  * ;
team has recommended that the 'red’ rot; -
is the best option to tackle the town's
congestion nightmare.

The scheme, which is planned to cost
around £195 million, will link the A56
Chester Road with the A57 Sankey Way
Great Sankey.

It was initially priced at £145 million. il
However, in response to the feedback, tt

has been a redesign of the bypass, whic
will now impact on fewer properties than
initially expected.
The scheme will now go before the Exec
tive Board and if passed will be present t

the Department of Transport in December.

A decision would be expected in the spring as to whether the scheme gets the go ahead ,
does work would start in 2020

The section of the map reproduced from t
route, after leaving the A56 and crossing Ship Canal, will cross the Mersey, and cross the
Sankey Brook near where the Warringdidnes railway crosses over it, and then cross the
Sankey Canal before meeting the A57 Sankey Way at its present junction with Cromwell
Avenue.

St.Helens
iThe Sankey a f
On Saturday t September

Glass in St.Helens.
The ten panels set out
the history of

Engl andds
canal from its inceptio
until it closure and therjg
what happened lat&r
the development into
the Sankey Valley
Linear Park, and the
formation of SCARS.



Completion of the Footpath/Cycleway upgrade

Work on the towpath/cycleway upgrade is now complete. After months of hard work the
work which has been taking place between Havanah Flash and Penkford Bridge is now
complete. The reason for the slow progress has been the need to improve drainage in the
area caused by the large amount of runoff water from the nearby fields .

During the work the remains of Engine Lock were uncovered. The upper picture, from the
St Helens Reporter, shows John Sheward (left), head of asset management at St Helens
MBc, and ClIr. Seve Gome&spron, Cabinet Member for a green and sustainable borough
on the site of the |l ock. The other view,
Facebook pages.




SOCIAL MEDIA REPORT 2017

Itis just over 4 months since the new Media Team took over running the SCARS social
media accounts. In that time, we have used the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram platforms
significantly increase awareness of both the Sankey Canal and of SCARS and its activities.
Our Facebook following has increased by ¢
unused Twitter account has rapidly grown to just under 400 Followers. We are also newly o
Instagram, where we already have 113 Followers and have just made our 100th Post!
(Instagram is an imageased platform ideal for showcasing pictures of the canal and our
work on it).

This means that people are choosing to receive news of SCARS and the Sankey@@#nal
the more people that opt in, and who b6enc
our news and work is also shown to others who may then choose to follow us.

These platforms are excellent forogetti ng
been exposed to over 700 SCARS® messages
images, etc. on Twitter alone in the last 4 months.

Notable amongst our followers are important funding and heritage bodies such as the
Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic England, as well as others including the local Councils,
the Canal & River Trust, Linking the Locks, University Archaeology Departments and local
Press and mediawhere exposure has translated into getting us some Press coverage in the
Warrington area, the focus of recent Work Parties.

Follow SCARS on any of the social media platfor
and keep tip-date on our activities and news
Find us on:

Find us on

Facebook

Sankey Canal Restoration Society

Twitter: Sankey Canal @scars567

Instagram: Sankey Canal Restoration: sankeycanall757




Reports From Our Work Parties
By Colin Greenall

This summer 6s wo
parties have seen

SCARS Volunteers at

Spike Island on our

regular monthly

, Wednesday outings

| clearing vegetation

| from the towpath and

- wet dock

The team also went out
to work on the section
of the canal near
Sankey Way in
Warrington, clearing
vegetation from around
the foot bridge.
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Our Sunday group has been busy at Sankey Bridges, and the locks at Bradley, Hulme anc
Bewsey R , .

o
-

In March work began at Bradley
Lock to clear away some of the
larger trees at the top of the loc
and to open up the site to allowfit
to be seen more clearly.

A return visit inApril finished
off this work.

In May, June andJuly we
were at work down at Sankey
Bridges.

Again we cleared vegetation

| from the surrounds of the old
relief swing bridge, and we
gave it a fresh coat of paint.

The good weather brought out
some new volunteers and a lot
of interest from people passing

. by.

11



In October we had a visit from
the Waterways Recovery
Group NorthWest who came
along to help us clear trees and
vegetation from around
Bewsey Lock

Many thanks to all our
volunteers for giving up their
time to help our Work Parties
make the Sankey Canal look
12wanted and cared for.

In August and
Septemberwe were at
Hulme Lock to clear
away the vegetation
from both the lock area
itself, and from the
foundations of its
adjacent lock

cottag® a task to
which we returned in
November.



