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Revelation at Newton Common Lock

Work has begun on renewing the footpath between Newton Common Lock and Havar
Flashed carrying on from the work done last year to the south, under the Sankey Viadt
Earlier work by SCARS, the Waterway Recovery Group, and St Helens Council expose
site of the lower lock gates, and now the remains of the upper gates are in view (just stic
up from the walls in the centre, above). The chamber was originally crossed by a swir
bridge allowing access to the farm and land to the right. When the lock was filled in ar

covered over that access was maintained by a track on the same line, which hasdeen

the drop each side being protected by the red safety barriers in view here.
Wharf Road, going towards Earlestown, lies beyond
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Chairmands Report: From I

Firstly, | must apologise for the late printing of this edition. We had most of it ready to go
before Christmas, with our editor David Long hectoring us all for copy, but after a meeting
the Executive Council we decided to delay publication until we could provide further detai
to all our members of the changes we propose to make to our constitution, and the propo:
conversion to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).

This revised edition will therefore have arrived along with: 1. A copy of the new proposed
constitution; 2. A brief explanatory letter on the change, and, 3. The relevant papers for ol
Annual Meeting in March.

You may recall that we received agreemen
Annual Meeting for the conversion to a CIO. In drawing up the enclosed Draft Constitutior
we have followed the guidelines of the C

Annual Meeting will pass a resolution adopting the new Constitution and our new status a
CIO. The Executive believe that the Society will then be able to move forward, better able
cope with the more complex legal and structural requirements of the modern day.



Although our printed publications have been sparse recently, | am pleased to report that v
have now a Facebook page up and running. This will give ydo-date information about

t he Soci e wnnilflloaerstofithisifotm oésodern media will already have
discovered that there has certainly been a lot of activity on the waterway recently.

The summer season of sales and marketing activity gave way in October to more practice
work on the canal itself. Last year we welcomed a group of tax officers to work on the can
at Sankey Bridges, and this year we have had another successful corporate volunteering
involving the international financial consultants RSM and their team of North Western par
ners who shifted a tremendous lot of earth and paved the way for a completely new look

Bradleigh bridge and locgAboveé and read more in our Work Part Reprt§ur own small

team of volunteers also helped students from Riverside College Widnes to clean up Spike
island and make the areas around the sea lock and the Old Wet Dock neat and tidy again.

The other significant developments along the canal length have been: the reopening of the
lifting bridge at Fidlerds Ferry,; the de
the borough boundary just short of Hey Lock; and the latest work on restoring the path frol
Newton Common Lock to Havannah in St Helens. We were pleased to be consulted by
council officers on this last project and contributed certain suggestions about exposing an
highlighting the canal in their work. The initial results of this work is hot off the press and
will, no doubt, feature on our cover page of this edition. A full report will follow when the
work is completed but things look highly promising!

So, sorry again for the lateness of this copy to you. You now have much to read and think
about, and | sincerely hope that you wil
new setup at the AGM. There has been a lot of work put into this and, as always, it has
been handled by the few.

May | wish all members and friends of the Society a Happy New Year as we look forward
to more progress in 2017 along the Sankey Canal.

. Dave Smalishay



News RoundUp Around the Boroughs
by Colin Greenall

Restoration continues to progress on the Sankey Canal

The summer months have passed and work along the canal continues to take place, here |
brief selection of what has gone on.

Halton

The most notable thing in Halton is the speed at which the Mersey Gateway Bridge is grow
ing now that they have two MSS (Multiple Scaffold System) machines wa@rkimg from

each side of the River Mersey. The first of the three pylons from which the stay cables will
support the bridge deck has now reached its full height, and the first of 146 cables will be
installed from the south pylon this month (November). As the form traveller machines cast
the deck segments outwards from each pylon, the cables will be connected one by one alo
the 1,000 metres of the bridgeds | ength.

s

On Spike Island the lock gates continue to be a cause of concern along with the water leve
problem. The community cafe which was op
canal has closed in its turn, and the building is now being used by the West bank Boat Clul

SCARS now has monthly work parties there working from our Volunteer Hub Container,
we are also assisted by students from Riverside College who are working towards their
Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award.



Warrington
Marsh House Lift Bridge
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The Construction of Marsh House Bridge at Fiddlers Ferry is now complete, giving access
once more to the Riverside Business Park.

Contact has been made with Pennine Trial volunteer Mike Stilgoe who looks after the
section of towpath/cycleway from Sankey Bridges to Carter House Bridge. He now keeps
informed of any problems arising on this section of canal.

As reported last time we have had a corporate volunteer work party of around 30 employe
of HMdés Revenue and Customs, who cl eared
Liverpool Road at Sankey Bridges.

Eleven members
and friends of
SCARS Committee
enjoyed a very
interesting visit to
= meet the Mayor of
Warrington, Clir
| Faisal Rashid, in
: his Parlour in
- Warrington Town
Hall.
After introductions
and a welcoming
. drink we were
taken on a tour of
\  the council
'\ chambers, and
were given a very
interesting account by ClIr Steve Parish as to what goes on in the various rooms, along wi
some of the history attached to the many beautiful paintings etc..
6




St.Helens;

Work on the footpath/cycleway from Waggon Lane to Blackbrook Road is now complete
and plans are being made for the next phase of pathway/cycleway to be to start early next
year this will be the section from Newton common Lock to Havanah Flash.

There is concern once again about the state of some sections of canal wall near the Hey
Lock and also about the disappearance of the slabs of York stone from the towpath edge.

Corporate volunteers from accountancy firm RSM (UK) have been at work around Bradley
Swing Bridge and Bradley Lock, clearing vegetation from the bridge recess and the off side
of the lock(below)and commencing the painting of the bridge which it is hoped will be
completed shortly by SCARS volunteers.

We are always in need of quality goods and

books which we can sell at the various events
visit each year. So ¢
having a cleaput

Our sales stall is a real help in keeping our
restoration projects going.

Contact Colin Greenall on 01744 731746 (evening) if you can help.
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Eventsd by colin Greenall

Rural Craft Display at Willow Park in Newton -Le-Willows: 30th May

This summer Our Sales and Exhibition Marquee has attended numerous rallies and festiva
around the north west. Our first outing was to the Willow Park event on the Spring Bank
Holiday Monday, organised by St.Helens Ranger Service. The good weather helped to brin
out the locals who enjoyed the usual variety of craftsmen and women demonstrating their
skills ranging from rope making to wood carving by chainsaw, with birds of prey, ferret
racing and a selection of stalls to keep everyone entertained.

Eldonian Village Waterway Festival: 11th & 12th June

We went to Liverpool for the Chester &
weather, a mixture of sunshine and showers, could have been better, but this did not stop
people coming out to admire the boats and visit the stalls and other entertainments. We
did a roaring trade, selling our usual selection of-bfimac and secontland books. In
between helping out on the stall, our Chairman, Dave Smallshaw, wearing his IWA hat,
led a guided walk to the Pier Head each day.

Above:Some of the steady
flow of visitors to our stall

and exhibition at Willow : i T THE
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sell the cand and your bric
-arbrad to the public.

www.sankeycanal.co, uk
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Lymm Transport Rally: 25th June
At the end of June we ventured out to
Cheshire for this onday event.
Again, the weather was unsettled, givind s
us a few heavy showers and making the
site rather muddy. However, this did not#
did not stop the marvelous display and
parade of classic vehicles around the
streets of Lymm which had been
organised, involving traction engines,
buses, lorries, cars, and motor bilkess well as a sapast of historic boats on the nearby
Bridgewater Canal.

Scarisbrick Marina Open Weekend & Boat Show: 8t|6 10th July

Again the weather was not kind, but luckily the ¢ 7
organisers had provided a large marquee for all th
traders and craft displays so that everybody could|
dry and the punters could browse round the stalls |
enjoy some of the indoor activities, such as the M
Dancing, while it was raining outside.

Pic: http://nbgecko.blogspot.co.uk/2016

Newton e
Town Show: 6th August
q For once the weather was lovely, warm and

¥ sunny and the crowds came out to enjoy them-
1| selves. Lots of people in Newton have memo-
= ries of the canal in its working days and they
were keen to tell their stories of seeing the
boats unloading at Sankey Sugar Works etc.

Victoria Park Rural Craft Display,
St.Helens: 22nd August

Another show organised by St.Helen
Ranger Service. This time it was the &
wind that was more of a problem tha
the light rain that persisted during the
morning. Even so, with better weathe[ i
in the afternoon, it turned out to be a B
good event with people showing plen
of interest in our project.

Pic: bttps://www.sthelens.gov.uk/envirohr;ﬁemervices/



Vintage Vehicle Rally in Victoria Park, Widnes: 24th-25th September

Our final outing of the year was a wonderful event which has something for evéryoom
fairground rides to classic cars, motorbikes, fairground organs... with lots of other
interesting things to look at, including all the charity stall doing their bit to promote their ai

>

|l 6d |i ke to take this opportunity to
the show on the road this summer, Many thanks.
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Reports From Our Work Parties
By Dave Smallshaw

Things have been reasonably busy through the autumn months and after we had packe
our marketing equipment and gazebos until warmer times.
Big Day at Bradleyd Sunday, October 16th
Lady Pilkington, who chairs the newly established Sankey Canal Partnership, and whom
we have also recently welcomed as one of our newest members, was in conversation at
business meeting in Liverpool, and | ear |
that they were interested in getting engaged in a local environmental project. Realising th
this could be a golden opportunity for
early the next morning to ask if we were interested. The response, of course, was Yes! Y
Further correspondence then led to myself going into the city centre offices of corporate
financial consultants RSM to sell the notion of a project combining canal restoration and
improvement in community facilities which would meet the criteria of the project they
wanted to engage the partners of the company with.
The area around Bradley swing bridge seemed ideal. The repainting of the bridge, one of
the last structures on the canal surviving from its working days would put a fitting touch tc
the towpath improvements already undertaken by St Helens, and, by painting it in the
generally accepted 6édwaterwaysd colours
active restoration taking place on the canal.
We had also registered that considerable social media activity in the area concerned itse
with the problems of wildlife survival and the lack of any haven for swans and the like
without disturbance and danger from towpath users. It occurred to us that clearing the
swing bridge recess would serve the purpose admiahlhough no one seemed to know
what lay beneath some fifty years of soil and flora! Then, if we had any time or bods left
over, we may also attack the vegetation threatening to swallow up the Bradley lock site t«
Sunday, October 16th was the day set and preparations were made to cater for up to 30
volunteers from the company together with a small group of SCARS restoration crew to
help and advise on the day. Tools had to be gathered from both our hubs and provision
made for hi viz jackets, mobile toilets, protection equipment and the like, risk assessment
were done, and liaison with Newton Anglers and the Ranger Service undertaken. Rob an
Dot from RSM organized the catering and transport logistics so well that everybody founc
the site which was a feat in itself!

The day dawned

(typically!) very wet and

overcast and, bar a

couple of cry offs from

personnel travelling quite

a distance, the full

complement arrived to be

greeted by Do

fully-rigged work site

canteer(left) housed

under one of our gazebos,

providing hot drinks and

sausage butti
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