Sankey Canal Restoration Society

ANALCUTTINGS

Fiddlers Ferry Power Station Closure Postponed

Some of the 195m litres of water pumped daily from the Mersey to thenakisg coal
fired power station is diverted after use into the Saéksyme ensures levels are maintained
in the Marina at Fiddlers Ferry, and some does the same for the Spike Island reaches. |
planned closur@ three of its four turbines were to stop this yeapuld affect that supply,
but a lastminute reprieve in March means at least two turbines will remain in use for a
further year. SCARS is keeping an eye on developraethis eventual closure should bring
restoration opportunities as the site is reclaimed for future, different uses.
Photograph taken from the middle of the River Mersey
during the SCARS visit to the Mersey Gateway siéport inside.
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Chairmands Report: From L

The seasonal lull in restoration projects about this time comes from our planned restricted
activity designed to protect and conserve the natural history of the canal corridor. This, ho
ever, gives us a chance to direct, in the main, most of our resources to run open days, fes
and rallies and to supplement our revenue reserves to help ensure the restoration process
continue at other times of the year. We have already been out and about with highly
successful presences at Wi llow Par k, i n
Campaign Rally at Liverpool. More of these later.

We also ran an open day at Blackbrook and were pleasantly surprised to receive a visit frc
long standing SCARS member, Harry Arnold MBE and his wife Beryl, fresh from his fact
finding mission on the Liverpool waterfront and Warrington waterways. Harry, who
contributes to many waterways publications, possesses a wealth of photographs of the ca
world in general but, having grown up in the area, actually had the foresight to seize the
opportunity to log the Sankey in the years following its closure in 1963. He has readily ma
his photographs available to us, and has kindly allowed us to use these priceless shots in
various talks and publications over the years. As a very small token of our appreciation of
his support, past and present, to the Society we were able to present them both with some
thing to remind them of u(®howbnmextpagefway i ng
|l ovely to see them both again and we |00

In the last month or two we have certainly been busy with our aim of complementing the
work of our own work parties with other volunteering sources and you will read in here abc
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one of the new action days we had recently at Sankey Bridges. We are also looking to tie
with another group of local volunteers at Spike Island by organising a monthiyeeiki

work party there to cover the Widnes and west Warrington part of the canal. In addition to
this we have had further talks with the Canal & River Trust over setting up a local voluntes
unit at Blackbrook in the early autumn We have also recently met up with representatives
a new group of activists in the Newton area who, while primarily interested in wildlife,
would also be happy to work alongside us in various projects around the Newton area, the
first possibly being the tidying up of the area and the painting of Bradley Bridge. Further
talks have also been held in the same area with Newton Anglers and other interested par
on possible future collaboration with restoration projects and social media cooperation as
have recently reactivated our Face book account where we will publish future aétigities
keep an eye out on there too for the latest news.

Quite naturally new groups are keen to get moving quickly but thirty years experience has
taught SCARS that permissions, regulations and occasionally contrasting priorities can all
combine to create frustration and lead to a dwindling of interest and support. SCARS will

certainly seek to support these independent groups and offer guidance and help wheneve
possible. Restoration of any canal is a long and painstaking business and despite all the
frustrations and di sappointments the Soc

z

aimsé.to restore the canal to navigation

It may often be a long and winding route we may have to take to ensure that the canal
projects fit into current political and

l ost sight of our foundersé ultimate goa

Kind Regards

Dave Smallsha




News RoundUp Around the Boroughs
by Colin Greenall

Restoration continues to progress on the Sankey Canal

Work continues on improvements to the canal environment with progress on the bridge at
Fiddlers Ferry and the completion of the footpath improvement in the Blackbrook area.

Halton

There are still problems with water supplies at Spike Island and the recent announcement
Fiddlers Ferry Power Station will be closing means that the supply of water to the southern
part of the canal will become a matter of concern in the near future. There are also problen
with the recently restored locks at Spike Island.

Warrington

Marsh House Lift Bridge

Progress is being made, and at present the completion date is given as early June. On my
latest visit to the site the abutments on the north bank were ready, and shuttering is in plac
on the south bantbelowd the temporary bridge is behindhe bridge itself is being prefab-
ricated offsite and will be brought in and lowered into position.

. <’w‘




St Helens

Footpath improvements:
Work on the footpaths in

Sankey Valley Park in the

Blackbrook and Haydock

area are now complete a

much appreciated by bot

walkers and cyclists. The

work along the valley hage

also brought about the

re-emergence of Engine {4

Lock (Below),which has

for a number of years lai

hidden under water after

mining subsidence low-

ered its level from the

time the photograph on

the right was taken in the 1960s. This has proved to be a popular taking point with visitors
the area. Many thanks to St Helens Council for the excellent work that is going on to impro
the visitor experience for anyone who takes a walk down the valley.




Visit to the Mayorés Parlour:

Earlier this year ten members of SCARS enjoyed the hospitality of the Mayor and Mayores
of St Helens, Councillors Steve & Lynn G
Chambers.

" T

The Mayor and Mayoress made us welcome with tea and biscuits, and gave us a talk abc
the role of the mayor and in the history behind some of the objects in the parlour. To end |
visit he took us on a guided tour of the chambers and explained the working of the Cabine

EVENTS PROGRAMME 2016

By the time you are reading this we will have begun our season of events which we|atter
with the SCARS stall and exhibition by visiting the Willow Park Rural Craft Display gt

Newtonle-Willows, and the IWA Eldonian Village Campaign Festival in Liverpool.
Forthcoming events are |isted bel ow. | f
say hello. A reminder, too, of our need for books and-dficac for our stall.

Lymm transport Rally 8 Sunday 26th June
Scarisbrick Marina Open Day & Boat Rallyd Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th July
Newton Town Showd Saturday 6th August
Victoria Park Vintage Rally, Widnesd Friday 23rdd Sunday 25th August




CUSTOM-MADE FOR THE JOB

The o6Linking the Locks 6 project support

Warrington Councils, has been very successful, and has led to an increase of interest in tt
Sankeyds | ower reaches and on the canal 6
opportunities for many young people.

Part of the funding from the Coastal Communities Fund was allocated to developing more
volunteering opportunities in the area, and we have reported before on the tremendous wc
done by the Princebds Trust and the Duke

One of the contacts we made during this project was with Cheshire Connect, a registered
charity which connects businesses with the community. Through them that we were intro-
duced to personnel from HM Revenue & Customs who expressed a keenness to help us i
suitable project on the Sankey Canal.

Although it is now a long time since | started my working life as a uniformed Customs
Officer at Liverpool Docks, my interest was naturally aroused when | discovered that the
team were actually involved in enforcement and were therefore very keen to play a low ke
role at all timeséno names please!

There have been a lot of changes in the various departments since my day, and this conti
to happen as technology and working methods merge, and often force reorganisation and
relocation. In this case the section had gone through the mill and were now seeking to use
day away from the desk to meet and get to know new colleagues indadficersituation,
with the emphasis on the |ittlest possib
It was decided that Sankey Bridges would provide a conveniently central worksite, so the
task was arranged for there. The work was to clear and tidy the canal wall area by the car
park there, and an assault was planned at the access to the old relief bridge and the whar
wall nearby. The area last received the loving attention of SCARS around fifteen years ag
so the work ahead was daunting. However, about 20 volunteers had expressed a willingne
to get stuck in, and the date was fixed.

| was ably assisted by lan
Hornby on the day. He
went over to Spike Island
to fetch tools from our
container there, while |
brought tools from our
Blackbrook container. Wel =
were blessed with cool bu
dry weather, as twenty i
suitably-clad souls listenec
to a brief talk on the canal
followed by a full health &
and safety briefing. Then |

they began work on the ce
park, where there work |
soon made a visible differ
ence(right).
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After the car park, some
of the team branched off
to start to clear the un-
dergrowth on the offside
and by lunchtime we
. were well into clearing a
path through to the old
——+ = bridge(left). It was good,
then, to see the old
Customsod spir
down the years, when a
goodly number of the
crew decamped to the
— Sloop Inn for respite.
The pub doesn
~ but kindly let them bring
in their lunches whilst

' <= they got stuck into a well
earned drinkéso thanks to the S| oiolpdlIflorb e
myself sometime soon as | learned the beer was pretty good in there!
Work continued - - =
after lunch, until
ominous clouds
brought an end to a
full dayo¥,
work, and the ;
volunteers started
heading off home tog=
their differing areas.
The work put in wass
tremendous and has
made a significant §
contribution to our
aim to bring this
section of the water®
way back to life and
act as a gateway to
the oO6Link

Locksdé pr

Our grateful thanks go to the volunteers for their efforts. At a post project briefing when |
presented certificates of appreciation to the team, | was told that the day had been a great
success, and that some expressed an interest in doing more towards enhancing this site &
some future date. Aching limbs did not prevent a good time being had by all!

We certainly hope to be able to work wit
more wheelbarrowsé. but, as before, no a



| Walk the Line

By Dave Smallshaw

There has been so much development along the Sankey in the last couple of years that |
thought our members might appreciate see
its surrounding areas. Although we donot
fortunate in having the benefit of an uninterrupted walk along the entire length of the cana
to enjoy.

Our local authorities have seen central funding diminish in recent years, but every so ofte
schemes as the Local Sustainable Transport Fund arrives on the scene and the opportun
to renew pathways has arisen. Basically the fund provides for new initiatives across the
country that will tackle traffic congestion while making it easier, safer, and cheaper for
people to cycle, walk or take the bus to work or play in a more pleasant, healthy way. It is
intended to link communities together and encourage use of these green highways as a
conduit for more exercise and, consequently, a healthier travel experience. Our three loce
councils have taken full advantage of thisfundirgn d t he Sankeyds | i
Sankey Valley has provided an excellent basis to implement such a policy. It must, how-
ever, be pointed out that this largesse from central government funds is supplemented to
great extent by the local council funding r edi t wher e creditds
record progress so far.

If we start from the Spike Island end nothing has been done on the towpath in Halton for
some time. This is mainly because the construction of the Mersey Gateway bridge has
entailed closure of the towpath from Carter House with the resultanisage in the
fenced off area and has also disrupted any notion of pathway improvements. However, a
lot of detail in the future plans of the area aims restore the site fully and we are promised
not only a new moveable bridge here, but a fully reinstated path capable of handling the
traffic of thetrandP enni ne cycl eway as well as the
Good work was certainly done within the borough when Carter House Bridge was rebuilt
and access to the Widnes Wharth area and the wildlife viewpoint by the future flower
some years back.
Crossing the borough boundary at the cul
been constructed in the last year or so which opens out a stretch of canal from here to
Sankey Bridge3 where the Sustrans trail leaves the canal towpath and heads along the
Mersey. Improvement of the particular length by the power station is particularly welcome
as the high reeded section of the waterway made the path seem rather remote and thus &
little menacing to some walkers. As the towpath heads eastwards and northwards we
unfortunately still have to look at the ugly steel railings put up some years ago to deter
sitting on a perceived unsafe bank. This continues to give a poor impression to travellers
especially being on a national cycle route, but it also effectively shuts the waterway off
from everyone, hindering maintenance, recreation and possibly saving lives should a
young intrepid trespassing sailor get into difficulties.
The path northwards from Sankey Bridges forms part of the Sankey Valley Park with the
towpath temporarily closed (for many years now!) just north of Sankey Way and access tc
which is by a high pedestrian overpass which poses the question whether it would have
been as cheap to ensure adequate height for canal and towpath when the road was first
1 gonstructed!



The pathways are adequately surfaced throughout the parkland area until the Bewsey loc
area where the surface dwindles to a track as we approach Hulme lock. The path, which
can be muddy after heavy rain, continues in this form past the dry dock, boat house and
canal offices at Winwick, and under the M62, where it meets the twigjepassing

Winwick lock on its way to Alder Lane. Plans are afoot by Warrington Council to upgrade
this section soon so hopefully we will be able to update this article shortly as tree clearanc
has already started on this stretch, as reported in the last issue of Cuttings.

The next section of revitalised towpath starts here and a fine and wide metalled pathway
leads all the way to the local authority boundary at Newton Brook culvert.

(Aboved the view north from Alder Lane bridge)

The good work continues into St Helens land as a recent scheme to deal with both canal
bank erosion and path upgrade has proved a highly successful project. Here the path
switches from tarmac back to compacted grit surface but this highly effective surface lead
the traveller under the famous railway viaduct to its current end at Newton Common Lock
site where the area has been | andscaped.
path is still blocked for safety reasons here because of the encroachment of illegal fly tip-
ping. This hopefully temporary obstruction does not take away the superb work done here
by the council in exposing not only the grade 1 listed structure of the viaduct but it also
shows up the long vanished outline of the canal in the rainwater settling pools and is a
credit to planners and workers alike.

The towpath from Newton Common Lock northwards is obscured as it bends through
woodland until resuming its normal course at Penkford Bridge. The path is pretty boggy
here in poor weather and the whole area around the bridge needs bringing back to life
again. In years past this was a favourite work party location for our restoration crew but
vandalism and pressures on time elsewhere have left the area back in the clutches of
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Mother Nature. Perhaps revitalisation of this little stretch may stimulate a new look at rec-
reating a pleasant leisure spot here again. The trackway north of here fa|thfuIIy follows, fo
the most part, the lin~ e

of the original tow-
path along the valley
towards St Helens
centre. The wildlife
havens created by t
Havannah Colliery
pit lodge herald the |
start of the next
stretch of improve-
ment where a wide
pathway constructed
in late spring last
year(right) was
supplemented by
banking protection tg
the old lodge walls
giving the area a ver
attractive air.

A short distance
ahead brings us to
Waggon Lane which, as its name suggests, brought coal down from Haydock mines on a
tramway to the canal just south of the now almost vanished Engine Lock. Work on this
stretch of the jig saw has just commenced and despite appalling weather the necessary w
ening and surface treatment are now in place for the next stage. Here the pathway has he
to leave the towpath as it is too narrow to accommodate safe cylosiluyv) The new line

i £ takes the higher route past a
pinch point at the Callans
Bridge site to arrive at the

head of the Old Double

Locks on the Blackbrook or
offside of the canal.

Further work is apparently
planned to link the short

stretch here with the good
routes existing in the

Stanley Bank area.

The other branch veers off

to the left over the newly
installed footbridge over the
head of the lock and via a
series of paths and pave-
ments through to the Parr

Hall area. A major problem
exists at the foot of the New
1Pouble Locks, particularly in heavy weather, as the silting up of the canal and the Rainfor




Brook ensure the waters combine to submerge the footpaths here. SCARS work parties h:
recently cleared up the area around the lock but some serious work needs to be done at tt
foot of the lock and in the brook to overcome this. There is no point looking to renew foot-
paths if they are subject to frequent inundation, so corrective methods need to be taken he
before the towpath walk can be recommended into the town centre.

Al in all itds a pretty happy situation
path. Some people are always quick to vo
irresponsible motor bilkers, potential Bradley Wiggins racers, or that improved access
encourages vandals and miscreants to create havoc in our country areas. Increased acce:
also means increased usage and the very fact that more people are attracted to the water
wal k is included in our aims to heighten
must warmly applaud our local authorities for the initiatives they have undertaken in
improving these amenities for all.

We could always do with more help on our work partieg
The work you put in depends on you and what you feel
capable of.

There are also nework party opportunities now available
in research and helping out on our sales and events da

If you would like to get a little involved in an informal da
in the fresh air and do something to clear up our local

environment then contact me on: 01744 600656 or emai
me at : johnhughesll@virginmedia.com

You can be assured of a warm welcome!
John Hughes

lan Hornby getting down to
some serious scrutlearance
work at Sankey Bridgés

« with, of course, the best
equipment SCARS can buy.

Sign up as a volunteer and

you, too, could soon be wield-

ing these classic waterway
restoration tools.
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Report From Our Work Party
By John Hughes

On a lovely, sunny day iMarch we returned to thBlew Double Locksto continue the

work begun there during our Winter programme. This time we concentrated on the bottom
lock chamber. This had become badly affected by the encroachment of side vegetation th:
had taken hold on the two inner ledges, and the job was really time consuming due to the
narrow ledges and the safety aspect. Rope harnesses were used on this occasion for the
task, the ropes being threaded around fixed points, in this case, some handy, stout trees,
controlled by two banksmen. It took some time, but with care and a good deal of effort the
area was finally cleared. The rest of the workers, saved from dangling off the end of ropes
concentrated on clearing the sediment brought on by the winter floods which badly affecte
the stretch of the towpath at the bend by the foot of the locks. We were very grateful to the
management of a neighbouring warehouse, who kindly allowed us very convenient parkin
access on their premises. This not only helped us transport our tools nearer to the work si
but also enabled us to get some dinner without wasting too much time in walking back to
our cars which would normally be some distance away.

In April we were once again fortunate with the weather as we worked a bit downstream, o
the site of the towpath beyond Redgate Bridge on Park Road, St Helens. Just to the north
where the sluice empties the waters of the canal into the Sankey Brook, the canal veered
sharply to the East. The channel is now infilled, but some of the canal wall is visible by the
car washing plant beside the road. Just before the bend and the sluice, the odd topside cc
ing stone has occasionally been spotted among the undergrowth so the job was to try to
clear the top and side of the waterway bank to see if there is a continuous length of copinc
The result was a great success with a mix of sandstone original and concrete refurbishme
work uncovered.

The attendant footpath was also cleared out, and its line reinstated to create a really good
image and show that the canal was still alive under the undergrowth. The full length was
paced out at and amounted to six cricket wicket lengths and three paces. If you are unsure
what this amounts to then we might well run a competition in the next issue, the arize

bit of rope dangling! All in all this days work proved very worthwhile and was a very good
job of uncovering these features which keep the canal and SCARS well in the public eye.

TheMay work party date was run in conjunction with an open day heritage display at the
Blackbrook Visitor Centre. Accordingly, we chose a nearby site to wadktbaOld

Double Lock. This area had recently been improved by substantial clearance work being
undertaken by the contractors engaged in the construction of the new footbridge over the
lock, and improving the canal corridor cycle/pathway. Their work just needed finishing off
a bitd so our small team cut back and cleared more vegetation above the top chamber of
the lock(top right). We then turned our attention on the locks themselves where we clearec
the cascaded chambers of various bits of greenery, and rubbish that had been washed do
in the winterds fl ood wat e r(ttomrightfnceo wn i
again the weather smiled on our endeavours and with yet more sun on our backs it was
thanks again to my colleagues on the work parties for all their efforts.

P.S. These three sites are now connected by the upgraded tow path and are well worth a
stroll on a nice dayéso enjoy.
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Before and After views taken from different directions,
yof the very visi bl e “rie'siufl t s
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Above:Strimming where an earlier work party has revealed
the canal bank coping stones to the (efe upper, rightpf

the Old Double Locks, as seen below, after tidying up by the
May work party.



