Sankey Canal Restoration Society

\ I ‘1 \
/ \T“A (/l l"\T 39
VOLUME 8 Number 5

iner %015/‘2(?16

The Old Double Locks in Full Spate

The Sankey fulfilling its role as part of the drainage system for the Sankey Valley during tr
winterds heavy rains.
Also in view at the head of the lock is the new footbridge
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Chairmands Report: From L

Firstly apologies are in order for the delay in compiling this edition which should have
reached you by the festive season. The reason for the delay is easily explained by repeati
the last few lines of my last report to you:

fiFor mont hs, maybe years we have been as
ing a little time to help out. All we as
do?a&l as with Ilittle or no responseo.

2015 was an extremely busy year for the active few who maintain the Society and a lot of
time and effort has been taken up by attending and setting up talks with various bodies, al
aimed at increasing the development prospects on or around the canal as well as raising t
profile of the waterway and society in the current climate. | am afraid that time has to be a
pportioned to priorities and, bearing in mind that many of us have other work or volunteeri
commi t ments outside the Society, some jo
Canal Cuttings was one of the projects to suffer!

There are certainly a lot of things to report on and there are various articles in here which,
hope, will stimulate interest but a more detailed report will be issued at our Annual Genera
Meeting which is scheduled for March 31st but more of that at another time.
One of the major problems we have with getting our message out is the general lack of
knowledge of modern communications among us. Although we continue to try to master tt
it all takes time and what is, to many, a simple and speedy operation, appearsto us as ar
issue and there certainly is a need to psyche oneself up before sitting at a keyboard! | hav
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been busy lately attending-aepth media courses so maybe before long, given a little spare
ti me, I 611 have a go at soci al medi a aga
and then.

On the waterway front things have been moving apace. Some excellent work done by Johr
Hughes and the volunteer work parties who have made New Double Locks a much more
welcoming spot to visit. We have held constructive talks with Canal and River Trust, who
own Carr Mill waters and some of the canal in St Helens, with a view to forming a local
volunteer group at Blackbrook, so watch for more developments here in the spring months.
We are also continuing to work with Riverside College at Widnes who regularly come dowr
to Spike Island to help out.

We are developing our ongoing partnership with the local authorities and other interested
parties (I donét I|i ke the word stakehol d
and its immediate environment. This is in line with our long cherished aspiration of the
formation of a formal body to manage the waterway and we feel there may be some progre
in this way forward.

Significant events recently have been the refurbishment of the Spike Island Locks, the
commencement of the installation of the
continuation of the work on improving the towpath in St Helens Borough with work starting
on the length from Engine Lock to Old Double locks.

In all of these developments SCARS has been heavily involved and consulted, other projec
continue to be assessed, information obtained and opinions formed and these will hopefull
bear fruit in future times.

All we can do at the moment is continue to maintain our presence at the heart of any
negotiations concerning the Sankey, and
aspirations are met if at all possible. | know this is getting a pain but any help, however little
would be a tremendous boost in taking our project forward. Drop me a line foriarahat
commi tmenté. .if you are bored and want s

Spring is around the corner so get those walking boots on and take a look at the splendid r
towpath on offer in the Sankey Val&ythe picture below shows work in progress.

Dave Smallsha




Canal & River Trust Visits to the Sankey
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Our Chairman, left, with Chantelle Seaborn, CRT Manager, Ndfést, Steve Bergquist of CRT, lan
Hornby from Scars, and -dédinatoreisit EalgstownROTtébsr 2045 | u r

In his opening article our Chairman has mentioned meetings which have been held over
the past year with officials from the Canal and River Trust (CRT). There has been a
series of these, beginning with a simple ffictling visit to establish which sections of

the Sankey Canal are in their ownership, and to learn about any issues involving them.
The three section of the canal in their ownership are: a 700 metre length from the head
of navigation at Blackbrook to a point 180 metres south of Blackbrook Road Bridge; a
730 metre length from the top of Old Double locks to a point just beyond where Black-
brook enters the canal channel prior to joining Sankey Brook near Broad Oak Basin;
and the third section is 900 metres long and includes Sankey Brook from Newton
Common Lock to Bradley Lock.

All three sections have been leased to St.Helens MBC on a 99 year lease.

Further meetings were held to address specific issues. Our first concern wasdbe all
frequent flooding problem in the Blackbrook area. CRT have said that £20,000 has been
set aside for reed clearance on the Blackbrook Branch to alleviate this.

We are also in the process of setting up a volunteer working relationship with the CRT,
using some of their Task Force Volunteers working in conjunction with our own group
of volunteers in the Blackbrook area.

SCARS are also in the process of considering a CRT Adoption Agreement which will
allow us to work on the CR®wned sections of the canal.

Further talks are taking place with a view to forming a partnership between the three
Local Authorities, CRT, SCARS, and other interested bodies to take the possibility of
restoring parts of the canal forward, and with a general aim of making the Sankey
Valley a better place to visit.



News RoundUp Around the Boroughs
by Colin Greenall

Restoration continues to progress on the Sankey Canal

A lot as happen since my last report with some projects ending, and new initiatives beginni
to take shape. Our own volunteers have been busy too mainly on tidying up the New Doub
Locks in St.Helens and our sales and exhibition marquee has been out and about at variou
events around the area.

Halton & Warrington

Linking the Locks: WREN
Funding for Spike Island
Lock: work has now been
completed on the £70,000 ,
repairs to the lock gates and t
cill, along with refurbishment
of all the paddle gear and the
desilting of the lock chamber,
including the paddle culverts
and the lock entrance from th
river. The work was done un
der contract by Unicorn Ltd of
Ellesmere Port and paid for b
funding from WREN Environ-
mental and Halton Borough
Council.

The work on the lock
and a blockage in the
pipes in the embank-
ment of the New
Mersey Gateway
Bridge led to the
water level in the ca-
nal falling considera-
bly (left). Water is at
present being pumped
over the embankment
in an effort to restore
the level.

The red apparatus on
the |l eft- is
building the new
Mersey crossing (see
pages 1314 for

further information).




Coastal Communities Fund:Marsh House Bridge

On Monday18th January 2016 contractors AMCO Engineering, working in partnership
with Warrington Borough Council, began work on the site of the former swing bridge at
Marsh House crossing. Over the next five months a new bascule bridge will be constructec
to replace the present temporary structure. This will involve the closure of the road to the
Riverside Trading Estate with access being made via the railway crossing by the Ferry
Tavern. A temporary footbridg®elow)has been installed alongside the construction site
thus keeping the crossing point open for walkers and cyclists. Although originally planned
as an electricallpperated lift bridge, due to budget restraints it will now be built as a

static bridge which will be futurproofed for the installation of the mechanism to make

into a lift bridge. The railway level crossing that adjoins the bridge has recently been
upgraded by Network Rail giving better and safer access to the bridge

Catalyst Museum HLF Bid: Thanks to the hard work of the bid steering group team
the submission for funding was successful and a grant in the region of £50,000 is now
available for the refurbishment of the top floor observatory and the installation of new
IT equipment. Visitors will enjoy learning about the landmarks which can been seen
from the new 36&legree viewing area. The project is now in the planning stage, and it
is hoped will be up and running by this coming summer.

Improvements to foot-
paths /cycleway:At the
centre of the Warringto
section of the canal,
work began in January
on upgrading the foot-
path/cycleway from Old &
Alder Lane to Cromwell
Avenue with the clear-
ance of trees at Old
Alder Lane(right).




St.Helens

Footpath/Cycleway UpgradesWork has commenced on the upgrading another s
ection of footpath from Waggon Lane, Haydock to the Ship Inn, Blackbrook. Once
again Kings Construction have been employed to make improvements to the badly
neglected footpaths in this area with St.Helens Council doing a fine job of cutting
back the overgrown vegetation that was threatening to obliterate the pathway.

Hotties Bridges gets a new coat of paintDuring the summer the footbridge in the centre
of St.Helens received a new coat of black & white paint, thanks to St.Helens Council.



Report From Our Work Party
By John Hughes

The last four work parties have all been located at the new double lock site in an area of S
Hel ens known as Merton Bank. The site is
are a |l egacy of the towndés glass industr
the site of the former Rushy Park colliery and were created by the dumping of toxic slag
produced by Pilkingtons in their glass production cycle. It is thought that the name came
from a brown ooze from the slag heaps shortly after the waste had been dumped there the
resembled Burgoo a kind of porridge eaten by sailors in the late 17th century. The red mu
present on top of the Burgies is also occasionally referred to as Burgoo, due to its slimy
appearance.
The New Double Locks featured as the first restoration project undertaken by the newly
formed Society in the late 1980s when the locks were fully restored from their derelict
state with the help of St Helens Council and the Waterway Recovery Group. Time, how-
ever, has caught up with the site and the Society have for many years campaigned to get
the site cleared of vegetation and the |
Bridge branch dredged to allow free flow of water from the area.
. S Towards the end of
last year, concerned
about the overall
encroachment of
| vegetation(left) and
the frequent flood-
1 ing of the area, the
Society considered
it time to do some
work itself towards
“Srectifying t
&% condition. Unable to
=== tackle the flooding
=F problem alone we
© " decided to look at
4 tidying up the upper
basin and the lock
surrounds in an
effort both to make
it more pleasing
visually to the many walkers who pass here daily, and to enable them to see the role our
canal played in the industrial expansion of the whole area from St Helens to Widnes.
Our work party Sundays in October and November were both lovely days, warm and
sunny and we concentrated on the top pound which only has a small amount of water
running down a central channel. This had allowed saplings and some bigger trees to
prosper in the canal bed, but it also made it reasonably accessible for our volunteers.
Armed with ladders, bow saws and loppers, over the two visits we cleared all the timber
and we were also able to clear the top side edges of the stone pound of vegetation to give
an immediately visible improvement to the lock approach.




Swings and roundabouts% ou knew it wouldndét | ast! TI
January first rained and then the new year ushered in snow and bitter cold and only the di
hards and those not faint of heart stuck to the task! The job now was to cut back all the
over hanging branches to give a clear sight line on the left hand side down from the top
pound and expose this side of the lock as being more accessible. | am delighted to say the
this was completed along the clearing of the tarmac path on the same side. This historic
site is now clear and tidy and certainly worth a visit and we hope that it will be appreciated
by all the users of the paths hereéwhen
The picturebelowshows the site after our warkone of the Burgies can be seen in the
distance beyond the lock. The two on the right show, top, before, and, bottom, after views
of the offside of the lock chamber.

Many thanks again to my fellow workers,

John Hughes
PS:
We could always do with more help on our work parties. The work you put in depends on
you and what you feel capable of. There are alsewmnk party opportunities now avail-
able in research and helping out on our sales and events days.
If you would like to get a little involved in an informal day in the fresh air and do some-
thing to clear up our local environment then contact me on: 01744 600656 or email me at
johnhughesll@virginmedia.com
You can be assured of a warm welcome!
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